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CONFESSIONS
After 10am and 7.30pm
Dfasses on Saturdays.

Portlaoise Parish

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

St. Peter & Paul's Church

Mass times for the coming week
Mondoy (Bank Holiday) 10:000m
Tuesdny - Thursday: 7:30am & 10:00am
Friduy {First Fridoy) Porish Church: 7:30aom, 10:00am & 7:30pm.
Friday {First Fridoy) The Heath: 8:00pm. Rothenisko: 8:00pm.
Suturday:10:00am.

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

A Sugar Daddy God?
It's tempting for us to think of
God as some kind of sugar
daddy who might grant us all
our wishes if we just ask nicely
enough. Too often we are in
danger of praying for a long list
of materialistic things that we |
are convinced will make us Sl
happy. That money doesn't
bring happiness is just a tired P
old cliche, we remain firmly
convinced that a bigger house, |
a petter car and a foreign
holiday will make us content. =2 : .
Yet even if God could be persuaded to answer this sort of pra‘,ﬂer we wiould :
probably still ask for meore. It seems a sad truth that we are always striving |
for something beyond our reach. Enough it seems is never enough.
We only have to look at the lives of the rich and famous, in some cases
very tragic lives, to know that material pursuits don't bring happiness. |
Howewver hard we strive, if material pursuits are our only goal, there will
always be a void in our lives. Jesus tells us that only God can fill this void.
Do not work for food that perishes,” he tells the Galileans, “but for the |
food that endures for eternal life.”

In today's gospel reading we hear how the crowd followed Jesus because
they were impressed that he had fed five thousand with only five loaves |
and two fishes. They followed him because they wanted more.

But Jesus knew that they had missed the point. "You are looking for me

not because you saw signs,” he says, "but because you ate the loaves

and were filled." The true bread, he tells them, is the bread of God, which

comes down from heaven and gives lfe to the word. Then Jesus
takes the crowd one step further, he tells them that to share in the bread of |
eternal life they must believe in the one that God sent.

This must have been hard for the Galileans to take in, but in|
retrospect easier for us. We lock around at those who live by Jesus'|
teaching, and observe that these peaople seem content with their lives. ... ...
happy even. In what ways are the rest of us working for the food that |
endures for etemal life?





























































